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As the snowdrops in our garden fade away in favour of the first blossoms of the 

year it is apparent that nature’s unfailing timetable is heralding the approach of 

Spring, thankfully unhindered by Covid. This year has already been significant 

for CMS with the holding of our first AGM for two years and, most significantly, 

our first post pandemic concert. This was anticipated with much enthusiasm, 

but some trepidation given that there were a number of major changes in 

format compared with previous concerts. 

In the event the concert at St Peter's Church, March with Trumpeter Crispian 

Steele-Perkins was a great success with many appreciative comments from the 

audience following the concert, both for the quality of performance and 

management of the event. St Peter's Church is a beautiful building whose 

acoustics are ideally suited to brass instruments. Referring to them as his 

'ancient relics' Crispian showed amazing ability to play them in the style for 

which they were originally designed and with original music from the same era. 

Crispian was accompanied on the 3 manual Makin Organ at St Peter's by organist 

Ian LeGrice who ably demonstrated its many different 'colours' and commenced 

the concert with a rousing Organ solo of the Ukrainian National Anthem - 

expressing our symbol of support for, and solidarity with, the Ukrainian people 

at this time of their extreme need. This also reminded us that music itself can be 

a great unifier. Seldom in human history has there been such universal support 

for one nation. 

We more than covered the costs of the concert and comments afterwards 

showed support for afternoon concerts, at least during winter months. We wish 

to thank our friends at St Peter's for the generous use of their building and 

attentive help they gave us in many ways, which all contributed to the  smooth 

running of the concert. Our next concert is planned for Saturday 30th April 2022 

commencing at 20.00 hours, again at St Peter's Church, March when The King's 

Men (male choristers of Kings College Choir, Cambridge) will entertain us.  



Our first AGM for two years took place on 12th February 2022 at King Edward 

Centre, Chatteris attended by about 45 members. Reports by the Chairman and 

Treasurer were presented and accepted. The Committee and Officers were all 

elected for a further term. Following refreshments after the business meeting 

we were entertained with a short but varied concert by the Fenland Youth 

Orchestra ably led by their conductor Mrs Beth Letts. In the longer term, and 

following comments made at previous AGM's, we are looking at ways in which 

to cater for concerts that will be of interest to younger people as well as 

showcasing  younger musicians living in the area. We have some living in 

Chatteris, as well as the surrounding area. It would be good for CMS to support 

them. 

At the AGM spirited discussion took place concerning the future of our Grand 

Piano, the emphasis being that it should remain in Chatteris whatever. A 

specialist report from 1066 Pianos had recommended fitting a mains powered 

Humidity Control Device in order to stabilize humidity, thus halting 

deterioration. However, the Vicar had advised the Church Insurers would not 

accept this on safety grounds. Doubt was cast on the original advice from 1066 

and the Meeting accepted an offer from Mrs Childs to fund a '2nd opinion' 

report from White and Sentance. It was noted that the Piano's deteriorating 

condition had caused concern for several years since the previous Committee 

were advised in 2016 that the action was 'slowing down'. This had since been 

confirmed by two other industry specialists. 

We have now received the report from White and Sentance highlighting 3 main 

findings which coincide with the 1066 report findings: 

1.  Removal of mould/dirt on moving parts of playing action. £235.  (1066 quoted  

£250).               

2.  Corrosion on strings needs to be halted. Re-string cost £4k - £5k. (same as 

1066 quote). 

3.  A humidity control (mains powered) needs to be fitted urgently to slow 

down/prevent   further deterioration £70. (1066 quoted £875). We assume 

all figures exc. VAT. 



The Committee requested representation at the inspection but it was carried 

out without our knowledge or presence. We were, therefore, unable to ask the 

specialist’s opinion about the 'movement of the soundboard' and 'tarnishing on 

the key pins' previously reported to us but not mentioned in the White and 

Sentance report! 

The difference in costings between the 2 reports is mainly explained because 

White and Sentance have not quoted for 'regulation, voicing, calibration and 

servicing' for which 1066 quoted £1,650. This represents the difference between 

a Piano capable of full Concert recitals and one that is limited to accompaniment 

work. So, no direct comparison.   

Discussion also took place about the ownership of the Piano. Reference to the 

accompanying letter with the donation to buy the Piano received from Court 

Leet shows that payment was made 'in response to the request to fund a Piano 

for CMS'. There is no other organisation that has a viable claim to ownership. 

The Committee met on Monday 14th February to re-consider the future of the 

Piano. All available options were considered and fully discussed but we must 

stress that no decisions were made at that time and neither would it have been 

sensible to do so until we had sight of the latest White and Sentance report. 

However, we are aware that rumours have circulated  from what may appear to 

be a credible source or sources, that CMS had decided to gift the Piano to the 

Parish Church. This is not true! No formal decisions have been made by CMS to 

date and we would advise members to ignore this speculation please. 

The Committee met again on 9th March and in the light of the new Piano report 

from White and Sentance have decided to call an Extraordinary General Meeting 

(EGM) of the Membership for the sole purpose of deciding the future of the 

Piano. The Committee meets again on 28th March in order to formulate a 

proposition to be put to the EGM and arrange a date for the EGM to take place 

at the Chatteris King Edward Centre. 

We have been advised by our President, Mrs Katherine Childs, that she wishes 

to step down from the position of CMS President with immediate effect. 

Katherine was, we understand, one of the founding members of the Society and 

without her efforts it is possible the Society might not exist today. We wish to 

fully acknowledge her selfless efforts and very hard work over a long period of 



time to establish the Society and maintain the high musical standards which we 

have inherited. As we can all testify there is nothing half-hearted about 

Katherine. She has served diligently for many years as the Chairman of CMS 

always putting the well being of the Society above all else, sometimes making 

the facilities of her own home available for CMS use. Upon relinquishing the role 

of Chairman she became our President in 2017. We wish Katherine well in her 

'retirement' and hope that we can continue to count on her support of CMS for 

many more years to come. 

The CMS Committee 

 

 


