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Our second concert of the season was very well received at St Peter's Church, March on 

Saturday 30th April 2022 when we were entertained by The King's Men (the male choristers 

of King's College Chapel, Cambridge). Singing completely unaccompanied they performed 

items by numerous composers and in many different musical styles ranging from classical 

through to modern and including jazz, folk etc. Many of the items they sang were well 

known tunes ranging in age from the 16th century to the present day and using their own 

arrangements, much to the delight of an audience which numbered about 100. Towards the 

end of the second half those of the audience sitting in the back pew (including some 

Committee members) were observed to be swaying gently and waving their arms - mostly in 

time to the music. A first for CMS? We are unsure whether the interval wine had anything to 

do with this! 

We were delighted to hear two Organ items played on the Church's 3 Manuel Makin Organ 

by Christopher Too, an Organ Scholar from Jesus College, Cambridge. The first item, a Fugue 

by J S Bach and the second, variations on the hymn tune 'Slane' (better known as the tune 

to both the hymns 'Be Thou my vision' and 'Lord of all hopefulness'). 

Although none of us knew it at the time, this was the last occasion we were to see our 

Chairman, Frank Cooper. It is with a sense of loss and sadness that we report his unexpected 

death on 3rd May at his home near Boston. 

Frank had first come to this part of Fenland in late 2017 and was immediately attracted to 

the Chatteris Parish Church Choir in particular, and all things musical in general. He loved 

singing and particularly plainsong. Not surprisingly he soon joined the Music Society 

accompanied by Petra. It was not long after this that we also became aware of his keen 

interest in the Steam Heritage Railway Movement and all things 'trains'. 

There was much dismay in February 2019 at the Society's AGM when it became clear the 

Society would have to be wound up due to lack volunteers to run it. Some members may 

still remember that Saturday afternoon in Chatteris Parish Church when the motion to wind 

up was discussed. Just before the vote was about to be taken  Frank got to his feet and 

pointed out that, with 100 members or so who had taken the trouble to attend, then that 

surely suggested there must be enough interest to keep the Society going. Everyone was 

happy to agree and a further AGM was arranged to vote in a new Committee with Frank as 

Chairman. 

Frank put much effort into, what amounted to, restarting the Society. Apart from one 

concert (Pasadena) all further concerts had to be booked by the new Committee - not so 



easy at short notice. Frank worked very hard during that first year with the Committee to 

get things going again although, because of unexpected difficulties we were only able to 

offer three concerts in 2019. However, at that point we did have further concerts booked 

for 2020 and through into 2021. Regrettably, in early 2020, Covid struct and we had to 

cancel all these concerts. 

During that time Frank gave firm and insightful leadership. Much time was spent trying to 

resolve issues concerning the Grand Piano and Concert Venue. When 'lock-down' was finally 

lifted in 2021 in addition to restarting the concert programme the Committee spent much 

time locating suitable new concert venues and Frank was always at the forefront of this.  He 

leaves the Society with viable new concert venues and a concert programme booked to the 

end of this year. 

We extend our thoughts and sincere sympathy to Petra and Frank's family for their loss at 

this very sad time. We have lost a capable and hardworking Chairman and a very good 

friend. He will be missed. There will be a funeral service for Frank at Doddington Parish 

Church on Tuesday 24th May 2022 commencing at 13.30 hours.  

The EGM called to decide the future of the Piano will take place on Saturday 21st May 2022 

at the King Edward Centre, Chatteris commencing at 15.30 hours. It is very important that 

as many members attend as possible please. 

The concert at St Andrew's Church, Sutton on 9th July with Organist David Shepherd 

remains provisional. 

The concert at St Peter's Church, March on 1st October is confirmed with Boglarka Gyorgy 

(violin) and Amy Butler (piano). The concert commences 19.30 hours. 

The concert at St Andrew's Church, Sutton on 19th November is confirmed with the Opera 

Dudes. This will be an afternoon concert commencing 14.00 hours. 

 

Best wishes 

The CMS Committee 

 

 


